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O
ntroi

Iam
surprised

that
the

river
is

not
com

pletely
cleaned

up.
W

hen
Ithink

of
m

y
generti’O

h
Think

that
all

of
the

the
problem

s
that

used
to

devastate
this

w
orld

are
gone.

B
ut

now
Iknow

that
m

y
generation

w
ill

inherit
the

w
ork

and
the

leadership
and

the
control

of
your

generation;
w

e
w

ill
inherit

all
of

the
problem

s,
all

of
the

w
ars

and
eventually

the
w

orld
w

illface
a

population
crisis

w
hich

w
ould

alm
ost

be
im

possible
to

get
out

of.
T

here
is

a
problem

in
m

y
backyard

called
the

C
hicago

R
iver.

Itcould
go

into
an

even
w

orse
state

than
itw

as
in

the
1800

and
the

early
to

m
id

1900s.
Itcould

be
bad

enough
to

kill
people

ifw
ater

from
the

river
com

es
into

contact
w

ith
our

skin.
T

he
river

is
overpopulated

w
ith

bacteria.
T

he
defense

is
being

lazy,
causing

an
extra

tw
o

dollars
a

year,
not

enough
to

m
ake

a
difference.

Just
clean

up
the

river!!!
W

e,
the

future
of

the
city

of
C

hicago
are

putting
up

a
fight

to
clean

up
the

river.
T

he
city

of
C

hicago
can

do
it,they

just
do

notw
ant

to.
It

is
sim

ple
and

itis
not

expensive
to

do.
Just

please
take

out
the

bacteria
b

ecau
se

itkills
the

fish
and

it m
ight

go
into

lake
M

ichigan.
O

ther
people

w
ill

sue
us,

so
m

uch
extra

w
ork.

Iknow
you

m
ightthink

w
e

are
a

bunch
of

kids
w

ho
are

out
of

our
m

inds,
but

som
etim

es
kids

are
right.

Y
ou

m
ight

not
believe

us
because

you
think

w
e

are
too

young,
Iam

12
years

old
that

is
m

ore
than

old
enough

to
understand

that
this

w
ill

becom
e

a
problem

and
that

m
y

generation
w

ill
have

to
deal

w
ith

this
problem

because
you

w
ill

be
stubborn.

Ido
notw

ant
to

eventually
drink

w
ater

that
is

dangerous
and

w
hen

Igo
canoeing

Iw
ill

not
get

a
rash

and
Iw

ill
not

be
sick.

O
n

behalf
of

m
y

fam
ily

and
m

y
com

m
unity,

clean
up

the
river.

S
incerely,

A
ndrew

B
edow

s,
a

third
generation

C
hicagoan
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STA
TE

O
F

ILLIN
O

IS
D

ear
M

r. T
herriault,

P
O

flL
JZ

h
C

ontrolO
or1

I am
a
7t
h

g
rad

e
student

from
B

ernard
Z

ellA
nshe

E
m

et
D

ay
S

choorin
C

hicago.
E

very
year,

each
grade

level
(up

to
8th

grade)
participates

in
a

unique
service-

learning
project.

T
his

year,
m

y
grades

project
is

about
being

eco-friendly.
W

e
are

specifically
in

terested
in

learning
about

w
hat

is
being

done
in

C
hicago

to
be

eco
friendly.

O
ne

ofth
e

m
ost

polluted
parts

of
C

hicago
w

e
have

learned
is

the
C

hicago
R

iver.
O

n
M

onday,
w

e
are

taking
a

trip
to

the
river

through
an

organization
called

F
riends

of th
e

C
hicago

R
iver. T

he
organization

sent
in

a
speaker

to
teach

us
about

the
river

and
som

e
ofthe

things
w

e
learned

w
ere

astounding!
1.2

b
illio

n
gallons

oF
raw

sew
age

is
p
o
u
red

into
the

river
every

day,w
hich

eventually
m

akes
its

w
ay

to
the

lake, w
hich

w
e

sw
im

in
and

use
as

our
w

ater
supply.

I am
w

riting
this

letter
to

you
to

try
and

m
ake

a
difference

as
b
est

as
Ican.

I
w

antthe
Illinois

P
ollution

C
ontrol

B
oard

to
m

ake
m

ore
of an

effortto
disinfect

w
ater

and
m

ake
sure

th
at

clean
w

ater
is

distributed
to

all
of

C
hicago.W

hen
C

hicago

w
as

created,
it w

as
m

ade
a

law
th

at
clean

w
ater

w
ill

be
accessible

to
all

citizens
of

C
hicago

and
w

e
aren’t

doing
a

good
job

offollow
ing

this
law

.A
nd

cleaning
bacteria

and
sew

age
out

of the
river

m
ight

cost m
oney

b
u

t
it w

ill
create

jobs
for

m
any

people,

w
hich

is
needed

in
this

recession.A
lso,

cleaning
the

river
w

ould
im

prove
the

quality

ofC
hicago

and
give

a
boost

to
tourism

.
Im

agine
ifw

e
could

sw
im

,
canoe,

and
relax

by
the

river
w

ith
o

u
t

being
w

orried
th

at
sew

age
and

bacteria
could

cover
us.

P
lease

think
about

this,
for

the
sake

of
C

hicago.

T
hanks

you
for

your
tim

e,
Jonah

M
oroh

B
ernard

Z
ellA

nshe
E

m
et

D
ay

School
S

tudent
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D
ear

Illinois
pollution

control
board,

s
r

O
F

IW
N

O
IS

Ithink
th

at
to

ensure
safety

and
health

in
C

hicago
w

e
n
1
E

9
’

Control8oard
purify

the
w

ater
and

get
anything

th
at

could
harm

us
or

anim
als

out
of

the
river.

C
hicago

is
a

w
onderful

to
be

and,
Ilove

to
be

able
to

look
out

on
the

river
w

ith
m

y
fam

ily.
K

icking
dow

n
the

river
is

also
som

ething
th

at
Ilove

doing
w

ith
m

y
fam

ily,
Ilook

forw
ard

to
it

every
w

inter.
B

ut
w

hen
th

ere
are

harm
ful

bacteria’s
itis

m
uch

less
fun

because
I know

th
at

Iam
running

the
risk

ofgetting
a

rash,
or

even
getting

sick.
In

o
rd

er
to

ensure
th

at
this

w
ill

not
happen

w
e

need
to

put
the

antibacterial
killer

in
the

river.
Ifyou

have
a

fam
ily

right
now

or
hope

to
have

one
in

the
future

you
think

about
the

w
onderful

m
em

ories
you

can
m

ake
w

ith
them

by
or

even
in

the
river.

Isend
this

letter
on

behalf
ofthe

youth
of

C
hicago.

S
incerely,



c?c
D

ear
Illinois

pollution
control

B
oard,

•
T

h
O

FIL
U

N
cJIS

nU
u’inr

C
ontrol

Ithink
th

at
you

should
clean

the
river

because
Iknow

people
w

ho
have

gotten
sick

from
going

into
the

river.
A

lso,
Iw

ant
to

be
able

to
sw

im
in

the
river

but

Icannot
because

ofthe
bacteria.

F
inally

you
should

clean
the

river
because

I

guarantee
everybody

in
C

hicago
w

ould
like

the
river

to
be

clean
because

itw
ill

just

m
ake

C
hicago

a
b
etter

city.

From
,

Eli
M

alkin
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